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 PURPOSE 
 To ensure that the ACPE accredited center does not discriminate against persons because of race, 
 ethnicity, religious/spiritual tradi�on, sexual orienta�on, gender iden�ty, gender expression, age or 
 disability, in accordance with the ACPE Standards and the Core Value of Reverence: Respect for the 
 Dignity and Diversity of Life. 

 POLICY 
 Ascension St. Vincent Hospital CPE Program shall not discriminate against any individual for reasons of 
 race, ethnicity, religious/spiritual tradi�on, sexual orienta�on, gender iden�ty, gender expression, age or 
 disability.  Equal access to educa�onal opportuni�es is extended to all qualified persons.    All members 
 of the faculty and PAG (Professional Advisory Group) are expected to cooperate in making this policy 
 valid in fact.  We addi�onally comply with all aspects of the Ascension non-discrimina�on policy found 
 here. 

 This policy notwithstanding, all persons accepted into the program shall be able, with reasonable 
 accommoda�on, to physically perform the du�es as contained in the posi�on descrip�on for the unit of 
 CPE to which they made applica�on. 

 At all levels CPE par�cipants need to sustain sufficient physical and emo�onal health to deliver pastoral 
 care. They demonstrate the capacity to consistently establish and maintain rela�onships at significant 
 levels and be open to learning, change and growth.  CPE par�cipants demonstrate a capacity to endure 
 at least moderate amounts of chaos, which is a normal part of pastoral care. 

 PROCEDURE 
 Formal admissions criteria and process vary according to level and dura�on of program. Such admissions 
 requirements and procedures shall be in compliance with ACPE Standards and are outlined below. 

 A.  Admission to CPE Intern programs  is based on a wri�en  applica�on as provided by ACPE, and a 
 screening interview completed by an ACPE Cer�fied Educator or Cer�fied Educator Candidate. The 
 interview for admission to CPE provides an opportunity for the applicant and interviewer to discuss 
 the applica�on, to provide informa�on and answer ques�ons, to dynamically engage the applicant 
 as a person and learner, to assess the applicant’s readiness for CPE, and to discuss if the program at 
 Ascension St. Vincent Hospital is suitable to the educa�onal goals of the applicant.  Prerequisites for 
 par�cipa�on in an internship program (extended or summer) include the following: 

 ●  Educa�on: Bachelor’s degree or acceptance into an accredited graduate theological 
 ins�tu�on/seminary is required.   Graduate theological educa�on is preferred. 

 ●  Experience:  Some ministry experience is preferred. 
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 B.  Admission to the Residency Program  is based on a wri�en applica�on as provided by ACPE and an 
 interview with a Ascension St. Vincent Hospital ACPE Cer�fied Educator, and members of the 
 Pastoral Care Department and/or CPE Professional Advisory Group.  An opportunity to dialogue 
 with a current chaplain resident will be made available. 
 Prerequisites for par�cipa�on in a residency include the following: 
 ●  Graduate theological degree (Master of Divinity; may be theology, religious studies, pastoral 

 ministry, pastoral studies, spirituality if accepted by cer�fying body).  If a person has not yet 
 completed such a degree when beginning a residency it is understood that they would be far 
 enough along in the academic work to insure that they would be able to be cer�fied within 24 
 months of comple�ng the residency. 

 ●  Experience:  pastoral experience.  Successful comple�on of one previous CPE unit. 

 C.  Cer�fied Educator Training applicants  apply directly  to the program, comple�ng a wri�en 
 applica�on as required by ACPE, and uploading required materials to an online por�olio.   A 
 screening interview with the ACPE Center faculty (Cer�fied Educators), members of the Spiritual 
 Care Department, and members of the Professional Advisory Group is required. 
 Applicants for Cer�fied Educator Training must have the educa�onal and experien�al requirements 

 required to also pursue admission with the ACPE as a Cer�fied Educator Candidate. 
 Click  here  for these requirements, which include: 

 ●  A completed  Applica�on for Cer�fied Educator Programs 
 ●  College gradua�on 
 ●  Graduate theological degree or its equivalent 
 ●  Ordina�on or commissioning to func�on as a spiritual care provider by an appropriate 

 religious/spiritual authority as determined by ACPE. Individuals whose spiritual or religious 
 community do not have ordina�on should email  cer�fica�on@acpe.edu  for more informa�on. 

 ●  Endorsement/statement of accountability from an appropriate religious/spiritual authority as 
 determined by ACPE 

 ●  Successful comple�on of a minimum of four units of Level I/Level II CPE 
 ●  Demonstra�on of spiritual care and conceptual competence as evidenced by the 

 a�ainment/comple�on of Level I/Level II Outcomes 
 ●  Evalua�on of the  competencies for admission  to a  Cer�fied Educator Program 

 D.  Acceptance Process for all CPE Units  :  When the en�re  applica�on process is complete the CPE 
 manager will no�fy the applicant in a �mely manner by le�er or by phone of the decision regarding 
 their par�cipa�on in the specific unit or program of CPE. At the �me of acceptance into the 
 program, the applicant will also receive, in addi�on to hospital onboarding informa�on, the 
 following: 

 o  Annual no�ce regarding the management of student records and response form. 
 o  ACPE Use of Clinical Materials Consent Form 
 o  Financial Policy 
 o  Program expecta�ons 
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